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RESULTS

« Over a period of 12 years (2012-2024), more than 1200 sightings of exotic marine
species have been recorded on the citizen science platform RedPROMAR (Figure 1).

« The sightings include 53 different exotic marine species, 7 of which are considered
invasive, comprising 490 out of the total sightings.

« The number of reported sightings of exotic species has been increasing over the
yvears, with approximately 50% of sightings recorded between 2022 and 2023.

« The sightings were reported by from various backgrounds and distributed across the
various islands of the archipelago.

Sightings of exotic species reported in RedPROMAR: trends, distribution, and groups
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Figure 2. Heat map of sightings of exotic species reported
on the RedPROMAR platform within the Canary Islands.

Examples of noteworthy sightings of exotic species reported on RedPROMAR
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Tenerife accounts for the majority of sightings (~51%), followed by Gran Canaria (~26%)
(Figure 2), coinciding with the islands with the highest port facilities and maritime traffic.
The sightings correspond to the following taxonomic groups: 26,4% crustacean, 24% fish,
22,4% cnidarian, 12,4% macroalgae, 9,9% tunicate and 4,6% other invertebrates (Figure 3).
The majority of sightings (83.8%) have been validated at the species level.

Among all the sightings, there are records of recent or little-known exotic species in the
archipelago (Figure 4), with some of them showing certain trends of increasing sightings
over the years (Figure 5).

Specific cases showing trends in sightings of exotic species reported through RedPROMAR
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Figure 5. Evolution of the number of sightings of exotic species on the RedPROMAR platform, respectively: Abudefduf
saxatilis, Macrorhynchia philiopina and Rugulopteryx okamurae.

Historical record of sightings on the RedPROMAR platform (2012-2024)
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Kuhlia caudavittata

15.08.2024 - Tenerife
Introduced non invasive

Godiva quadricolor

22.06.2024 - Gran Canaria
Introduced with data deficiency
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Figure 4. Examples of noteworthy sightings of exotic species reported on RedPROMAR, respectively: Tubastraea coccinea, Acanthurus monroviae, Sargassum muticum, Xenia sp., Godiva quadricolor and Kuhlia caudavittata.
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